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It is my pleasure to welcome you all to this important conference.  Its importance is amply reflected by the number of eminent scholars as well as the eminent significance it renders to Malaysia and the rest of the region.  The presence of 24 foreign scholars from China, India, the United States of America, Thailand, United Kingdom, Laos, Vietnam, Philippines, Indonesia, Myanmar, and Cambodia, means that the Bujang Valley discovery has reached a wide audience, and impacted on the research of early civilization in Malaysia in particular and Southeast Asia in general.

2.
To the 28 paper presenters, including the scholars from Malaysia, we appreciate your contribution, and I have been informed that the discussions yesterday were most stimulating and I sure by the end of the conference you would have refreshing view of the Bujang Valley.

3.
I know that the Bujang Valley is not new to those researching early history, it has been researched since the 19th century – but the discovery of Sg. Batu is new and significant hence merits are relook into our own history. I directed the Commissioner of National Heritage to promote the Bujang Valley some 3 years ago.  The archaeological information available was painfully insufficient to develop a story for the Bujang Valley and therefore we had to survey and find new sites that could provide the history for Bujang Valley.

4.
The University Science of Malaysia (USM) together with the Department of National Heritage worked on a research plan that led to the discovery of 97 mounds, of which 19 have been excavated and have produced significant results.  A multidisciplinary group of scientists – archaeologists, geologist, physicists, geographers, chemists, to name a few – have been working continuously for more than one year, and I would like to congratulate them for their dedication, commitment and passion that has contributed to our understanding of this early civilization in Malaysia and Southeast Asia.

5.
The discovery of a variety of structures – not just temple foundations but also iron furnaces, halls, and anchorage points along the ancient river, add a new dimension to our understanding of the Bujang Valley civilization.  Most of all, we know that as early as the 1st century AD, this area was populated, and human activity revolved around iron smelting and trading.  Indeed this is a civilization milestone since iron smelting had never before been discovered here.

6.
Earlier emphasis on the Bujang Valley as an Indian outpost, with its strong Hindu Buddhist influences from 6th to 12th century AD, is something distinguished scholars present in this hall will discuss.  Knowing that some mantra inscriptions have also been found in the course of our research, I do hope that the Sanskrit stanzas could as well serve as a lingual window to our past.  I take a special interest myself in this area as Bahasa Melayu and Bahasa Indonesia as presently strewn with a massive array of Sanskrit words.  I know you have visited the sites on Sunday, and you had a lively discussion yesterday, so I hear, with the guidance of local scholars.

7.
Given its contribution to national and regional history, I have instructed my Ministry to give the necessary funding required for the research and development of the site.  Even the Al-Bukhary Foundation, nationally known for its deep interest in human development and research has generously contributed to this cause and vouched to continually assist in further funding.

8.
It is my pleasure to make the public the very recent discovery – 3 weeks ago – of a new site in Jeniang, also in the state of Kedah were excavations have revealed more iron furnaces, making it even more important as an economic activity – iron smelting and the trading of ingots that obviously had a big market for making tools and ammunition. I would like to see the research here being converted to economic generation for the country.  I understand that research costs money – we have spent more than 3 million ringgit on this research but it is money well spent because it has given us important evidence on our historical past that is priceless.

9.
The knowledge derived from such expenditure, while priceless, can bring economic returns through tourism and related industries.  Tourism is the end product of knowledge generation.  Culture, with its wide scope encompassing human behavior as reflected in history, archiving, language, libraries (besides performing arts and rituals), must be seen as the foundation of knowledge society.

10.
In this era of globalization, nations should research and preserve their culture to shape our identity while being concerned about economic development.  With sites such as the Bujang Valley in Kedah and The Lenggong Valley in the State of Perak, the world will beat a straight path to our doorstep.  In time people will visit our rich cultural sited, enriching immensely our history, national identity not to mention the myriad world that is harnessed by tourism.  We cannot separate culture and economic development; they go hand in hand, developing a healthy and balanced society.  In local parlance we say tiada lama, tiada baru (without the world of old, the present is not here).  If indeed the Sungai Tiang find in the Bujang Valley factually revisits a civilization that existed in 1 AD, then the history of this country will almost certainly have to be rewritten in its proper civilization context.  In extension perhaps it is comparative analysis the Bujang Valley civilization will have to take its place along an either timeline besides the people at Angkor Watt, Borobudur and elsewhere.  Naturally it is my personal excitement that exudes these sentiments.  But in hindsight I do know that with the passion and knowledge that you all have at the ready, most of the Bujang Valley mysteries will be uncovered soon enough to be shared by all who value and share the past in as much as the future.

11.
While you engage yourselves in discussing the past, you also contributing towards the future – your findings will be part of our heritage to be preserved and transmitted to future generations while it contributes towards all that is in our 1Malaysia.

12.
I would like to congratulate University of Science Malaysia for their meticulous work, scientific research and important contribution to the nation, to scholarship and to the richness of world culture in total.  And may you all continue your sessions with fruitful results.


To our guests from abroad, I hope you will make time to see more of Kuala Lumpur, not just the confines of this hotel and I take this opportunity to wish you a safe journey home.

